
Redlands Footlighters 

SALUTE TO BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Redlands Footlighters Theater is proud to announce two programs to be performed during February in 

conjunction with Black History Month.  Both programs, The Buffalo Soldier and Ruminations are one-

man presentations to be performed by Redlands’ resident Robert J. (Bob) Harper. Mr. Harper is a well 

known, award winning actor in the Community Theater circles and is also a Shakespearean actor who 

has performed throughout the Inland Area.  He takes great pleasure in performing his roles for young 

people at their schools or in a theater setting.  He always encourages questions after the shows and 

welcomes audience participation.  In this manner he hopes to dispel fallacies and misconceptions about 

African Americans and enlightens his audience-- all the while sharing his vast knowledge of the key roles 

that African Americans played in United States history.  

The Buffalo Soldier performance is based on the US Military archival records, The Roster of Non-

Commissioned Officers of the 10th US Calvary, circa 1898, and the book, Buffalo Soldiers by Dr. William 

Leckie.  Mr. Harper, garbed in an authentic US Calvary uniform, assumes the persona of Sgt Shelvin 

Shropshire, an actual soldier of the 10th US Calvary. He will relate factual, spell-binding tales of the unit’s 

exploits, the forming of the troops and the difficulties encountered by the white officers who 

commanded them.  Mr. Harper has also authored a book, The Buffalo Soldier ChroniclesτIncident on 

the Arikaree, which is based on his extensively research of the Buffalo Soldiers and The Black Cowboys in 

our American West. 

The second show, Ruminations, has Mr. Harper cast in the role of Frederick Douglass, a runaway slave 

from Maryland, who had changed his name and relocated to New Bedford, Massachusetts.  As Mr. 

Douglass he will recall events from his childhood, the realization of his slavery, his travels to England and 

Scotland, his time under slave breaker, Edwar Covey, thievery, the holidays, his meeting and 

conversation with Abraham Lincoln, his encounter with Amanda Sears, the daughter of his former 

owner, and finally, his bedside meeting with his former master, Thomas Auld.  

Douglass was an outspoken abolitionist, lectured in Great Britain before the Civil War, published 

CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΩǎ Paper in Albany, New York, was the US minister to Haiti (1889) and authored two 

biographies, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas (1845) and Life and Times (1881).   

Both shows are being directed by Doug Austin and will provide the audiences with factual early 

American Black History. 

Dates & Times and Show title: 

RUMINATIONS: The Life of Frederick Douglass 

Monday, Feb 6, 2012 @ 10 am; Wednesday, Feb 8, @10 am; Friday; Feb 10 @10 am;  

Sunday, Feb 12 @2pm  



 

THE BUFFALO SOLDIER 

Tuesday Feb 7 @10 am; Thursday Feb 9 @10 am; Saturday Feb 11 @8 pm 

Cost:  $5.00 at the window for adults.  Student with a valid identification or with their parent or school 

will be admitted free of charge. 

Notices have been sent to sixty Middle and High Schools throughout the Inland Empire.   

Contact the Redlands Footlighter Theater Box Office at 909-793-2909 or go to 

www.redlandsfootlighters.org.  Submitted by Jim Dieli 

 


